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Flood Rumors and Theories about ""Dynastic Succession of Han" in
the Period between the Two Han Dynasties

LI Chuan-jun
( Teachers' College, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China )

Abstract: Flood is a kind of natural disasters that could deeply affect human life. It often happened suddenly and could not

be forecasted or prevented or controlled in ancient China, thus giving rise to flood rumors and causing social panic. Flood rumors

in Han Dynasty were the continuation and reproduction of flood legends in ancient times. What's more, it is also the realistic

projection of flood's physical and psychological harm to the public. Behind many rumors, there were politicians' guidance and

manipulation on public opinions. In terms of ideology, there were cultural elements about the theory of five cyclic virtues (referring

to historical changes and rise and fall of a dynasty) and political predictions on "dynastic succession of Han" of the primitive

Taoism. It is the product of the interaction between ecological disasters, political upheavals, and social instability and popular

believes.
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