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Fuel Revolution and Social and Ecological Changes in Ancient
North China

ZHAO Jiuzhou
School of History, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China

Abstract: The transformation of ancient fuel utilization pattern from vegetation to coal is regarded as a "fuel
revolution". This concept is first proposed by foreign scholars, and gradually accepted by domestic scholars. Although there
is much controversy about whether there was a fuel revolution in the Song Dynasty, there is no doubt that the big cities
close to the coal producing areas and the important handicraft sectors in the Song Dynasty used a lot of coal. Therefore,
the revolutionary significance of the change from firewood to coal cannot be ignored. However, this fuel revolution is
not complete. As far as North China is concerned, there are obvious regional differences and urban-rural differences due
to restrictions by economic factors. The use of coal in large quantities in handicraft production has both advantages and
disadvantages. On the one hand, it alleviates fuel pressure, and on the other hand, it has a great impact on product quality and
technological level.Under the influence of the fuel revolution, the social landscape and industrial structure in North China
also underwent significant changes.

Key words: fuel revolution; coal; regional difference; technical bottleneck





