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Eugene O'Neill's Connection with Modern Chinese Drama

LU Zhou-ju
( College of Liberal Arts, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China )

Abstract: As a world-class dramatist, O'Neill's works were widely disseminated in the Chinese literary world in the
1930s and 1940s, and exerted a profound influence on the development of modern Chinese drama. This influence was mainly
manifested in two aspects. On the one hand, Chinese dramatists began to express the complex human nature, thus ancient
injustices, villainous revenge and greedy desire became the theme of some dramas. On the other hand, Chinese playwrights
began to explore and try expressionist artistic expression techniques boldly. The extensive use of illusions, inner monologue
and symbolism endowed modern Chinese drama with the basic characteristics of expressionism and broadened the artistic
horizons of modern Chinese drama. Thus, modern Chinese drama took on new artistic qualities.

Key words: Eugene O'Neill; modern Chinese drama; connection; human nature; expressionism



