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Chinese Buddhism and the Development of Ancient
Science and Technology

ZHOU Han-guang
( Institute of Ancient Chinese Book Studies, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China )

Abstract: In Chinese history, Buddhism exerted great influence over ancient science and technology. Joseph Needham's view
that it posed as a strong impediment is biased. Chinese Buddhism influenced ancient science and technology in China in four ways,
playing a great role in promoting their development.

Key words: Chinese Buddhism; ancient science and technology; positive influence; Joseph Needham
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