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A Tentative Exploration of Mencius' Thoughts on People's
Livelihood

SUN Hui-ming
(Dept of Social Sciences, Henan Institute of Engineering, Zhengzhou 451191, China)

Abstract : Born in a lower—class family, Mencius focused his attention on people’ s livelihood, and advocated “bringing

benefits to the country and ridding people of their disasters.” Economically, he advocated enhancing agriculture and cutting expenses;

politically, he called for the use of people of talent and abilities; and culturally, he stressed the beauty of the essence instead of the

surface. His ideas can serve for reference in establishing a rational mode of consumption, implementing a system of civil servants, and

promoting the great development and prosperity of culture.

Key words: Mencius; thoughts on people” s livelihood; interpretation
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