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A Study on the Nature of Mandarin Recorded by European
Missionaries in the Ming Dynasty: Nanjing Dialect Was Not the

Standard Pronunciation of Mandarin in the Ming Dynasty

Zhang Yulai Yin Yu
School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023,China

Abstract: Previous studies have shown that the common language for the Han people was rooted in the Chinese used
by the people in the Central Plains from the beginning, which was based on the dialects in the middle and lower reaches of
the Yellow River and greatly influenced by the dialects in Feng, Hao, Bian and Luo areas. However, in the late 20™ century,
according to the literature written by European missionaries in the late Ming Dynasty, some scholars put forward another
view on the common language of the Ming Dynasty, claiming that Nanjing dialect was the standard pronunciation of
Mandarin in the Ming Dynasty. In this paper, we have made a comprehensive analysis and comparison of these missionary
documents, and conclude that this view is one-sided, and is not only contrary to the description of most literature in the Ming
Dynasty, but also inconsistent with the inherent logic of the historical development of the Chinese common language.

Key words: Chinese history; common language; Ming Dynasty; missionary; phonetic system; basic dialect
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