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A New Survey of Nicolas Trigault's Contributions to Sino—Western

Cultural Exchange
ZHENG Jin-Huai ' YUE Feng
(1.Quanzhou Normal University, Quanzhou 362000, China;
2.College of Foreign Languages, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: Nicolas Trigault played an important role in the Sino—Western cultural exchange during the late Ming Dynasty. Up to
now, there have been quite a few articles dealing with his life activities and academic achievements,but there are still some points
left for further consideration. In view of this, this paper first endeavors to make clear Trigault's major life activities, and then
conducts a survey of his achievements in introducing Western culture to the Chinese people, focusing on his translation of Aesop's
Fables. It finally points out that Trigault translated the inscriptions of the Nestorian Monument in Xi'an as well as The Five Classics
into Latin for the first time, compiled the important Chinese dictionary Xiru Ermu Zi,and worked out Annales Regui Sinensis which
was the first systematical book on Chinese history in the West.

Key words: Nicolas Trigault; Sino—Western cultural exchange; Aesop's Fables; The Five Classics
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