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The Legitimacy Construction of the Lineal Primogeniture System

and the Royalty in Ancient China

WANG Rong XU Yan-bin
(' School of History and Society, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 400047; Law School, Wuhan University of

Technology, Wuhan 430000, China )

Abstract: This paper discusses the legitimacy construction of the rite and the royalty from the ritual of the system, mainly
from the status system and the primogeniture system. The status system emphasizes the responsibility of each person in the ritual
order and makes them always aware that individuals live in the system and society, so that they form a kind of institutional inertial
dependence in the overall ritual system, which lays a foundation for the existence of the whole royal order. Furthermore, the
system also infiltrates into people's life and becomes "daily routine", forcing them to recognize the reality of the supreme power
dominance and laying the psychological foundation for their ruling legitimacy. The essence of the primogeniture system is to
provide a procedure for the legitimacy of inheriting the throne in the form of an institution, and to ensure the peaceful passing-
down of the supreme power within a family by consanguinity. In the keeping of a dynasty, it is their unique and outstanding family
blood and lineage that can best prove the legitimacy of their succession. In Confucianism, the eldest child by the wife is respected,
and regarded as having the purest blood and the highest status.

Key words: China; primogeniture system; royalty; legitimacy construction
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