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The Private Commercial Application of Block Printing:
Interpretation of the Bronze Print of ''Jinan Liujia Kung Fu Needle

Shop'' in the Northern Song Dynasty

SUN Shun-hua

(' School of Journalism and Communication, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China )

Abstract: The copperplate "Jinan Liujia Kungfu Needle Shop" in the Northern Song Dynasty, collected by the National
Museum of China features pictures and texts, including the name of the merchant, the sign and the place of origin of the
commodity, materials used, quality and preferential conditions of commission sales, is regarded as the earliest printed
advertisement found in China. Similar printed advertisements from ancient times are rare, but literature and related research
proved that in the late Tang Dynasty, block printing was widely used among the people. In the Northern Song Dynasty, there were
a lot of cross-regional businesses in need of print advertisements in spite of the cost. Therefore, print advertisements had become a
common means for many merchants to attract customers and promote commodities at that time.

Key words: block printing; Jinan Liujia Kung Fu Needle Shop; copperplate; advertising
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