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The Canonization and Multidimensional Dissemination

of The Song of Righteousness

FAN Chun-yi
(' School of Liberal Arts, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China )

Abstract: The Song of Righteousness by Wen Tianxiang is a famous masterpiece of patriotic poetry, which has had
a far-reaching influence in history. In the process of its canonization, it embodies the characteristics of multi-dimensional
dissemination. The multi-dimensional dissemination refers to the various ways of dissemination such as texts, stele rubbings,
calligraphy works, handicraft works, drama, music and folk chanting. Meanwhile, its dissemination also covers all social
strata and two cultural levels: the elegant and the vulgar. There are three main reasons for the high acceptability of this
song in Chinese society. First, the patriotism it reflects is of lasting charm and should be accepted and practiced by people
in different times. Second, people and literature should help each other. The positive interaction between famous authors
and famous literary works not only strengthens their close relationship, but also promotes their reputation. Third, its content
transcends elegance and vulgarity, and embodies both the mainstream consciousness and folk practical function. The
traditional concept of seeking advantages and avoiding disadvantages should be interpreted and developed in another sense.

Key words: Wen Tianxiang; Song of Righteousness; multidimensional dissemination; canonization; reception by the
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