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On the Symbolic Images and Their Symbolic Implication
in The True Story of Ah Q

Lv Zhouju
School of Literature and Journalism, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China

Abstract: Ah Q, Little D, Uncle Zhao, Uncle Qian and other names in The True Story of Ah Q are not the real
names of specific figures in reality. They are just abstract symbols with rich cultural connotations and reflect the national
characteristics of the Chinese people. Rather than the names of specific cities and villages in real society, "Cheng" and
"Weizhuang" are the names of Chinese villages and cities at that time, showing their common characteristics. Braids, with
rich national political meaning, perform a symbolic function. Preserving or eliminating them become the yardstick to judge
whether a person is a revolutionary. These symbolic images from reality can transcend reality and have symbolic functions.
Through these symbols and images, Lu Xun expressed his profound thoughts on Chinese national character and the
Revolution of 1911, revealing his complex and profound thoughts and philosophy.

Key words: The True Story of Ah Q; symbol; image; symbol
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