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Express Xiang and Emperor Huizong's Accession to the Throne

LIU Jiang
(' Literature and History, Editorial House, Intellectual Property Publishing House, Beijing 100081, China )

Abstract: No son was to inherit the throne when Emperor Zhezong of the Song Dynasty demised. The only choice was
to pick an heir from Emperor Shenzong's sons. In order to safeguard the interests of herself and her family, Empress Xiang
firmly supported Emperor Shenzong's 11st son Zhao Ji while Prime Minister Zhang Dun and Concubine Zhu of the late emperor
supported Emperor Shenzong's 13rd son King of Chu. At last, Empress Xiang won the victory by adept political means, and Zhao
succeeded the throne. In order to repay Empress Xiang and strengthen his authority, Emperor Huizong invited Empress Xiang to
govern and gave her the highest glory when Empress Xiang died, thus her nephews continued to be promoted.
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