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A Study of Jinma Men as a Symbol of Recluse in the Court

ZENG Lei

( Institute of History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;

Collaborative Innovation Center of Unearthed Documents and Ancient Chinese Civilization Studies, Beijing 100732, China )

Abstract: Arrogance is a remarkable impression of Dongfang Shuo. This arrogance is the extreme expression of his inner
depression because he could not find the like-minded people and was not appreciated by Emperor Wu. With his life ambition
unrealized, he was not willing to stay away from the court, so to be a recluse in the court became the best choice. There are
different opinions on Dongfang's behavior. The scholars in the Han Dynasty thought that Dongfang was not a recluse. From the
beginning of the Wei and Jin Dynasties, people began to agree with the behavior of Dongfang. It was wiser to be a recluse living
in the court than to be a hermit living in the countryside. Jinma Men was also recognized as a symbol of being a recluse in the
court.

Key words: Jinma Men; Dongfang Shuo; recluse in the court
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