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Robert Hart and Sino-foreign Relations in the Late Qing Dynasty

JIA Shu-cun
( Research Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China )

Abstract: Robert Hart, Inspector-General of Imperial Maritime Customs Service Administration of the late Qing dynasty,

was good at calculating, trying to maintain a balance between China and foreign powers. After his death, he was conferred by the

Qing government the title of Guardian of the Crown Prince, a supreme glory for a foreigner. Britain also knighted him, making

him an aristocrat. Belgium, Sweden, Austria, France, Italy, Portugal, the Netherlands, Prussia, Japan, Russia, Norway, Denmark

and other countries also gave him a high honor. On the stage of Chinese and foreign relations of the late Qing dynasty, he was able

to achieve success one way or another.
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