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Bathing Rituals of the Lingbao Taoist School in Gaoping Area of Taiwan

JIANG Shou-cheng
(School of philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The bathing ritual is the most common ritual activity in Gaoping area of Taiwan. Due to different
geographical distribution and lineage inheritance, Taoist altars in Gaoping area can be roughly divided into two schools:
north and south. In recent years, with the continuous strengthening of exchanges within the Taoist circle and relevant
practitioners, the two schools of rituals have gradually integrated so that the texts and methods of rituals are becoming
increasingly similar. However, as far as bathing rituals are concerned, the north and south still maintain relatively
independent texts and performing traditions. Through textual research on the bathing rituals of the two schools, we can know
that the bathing rituals in Gaoping area are based on traditional literature and closely related to the traditions of bathing
rituals of the Song and Yuan dynasties.

Key words: Gaoping area; Lingbao Taoist altar; bathing ritual



