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A Diachronic Examination of China's Research into Sanskrit

Dramatic Art: Mutual Interpretation, Mutual Recognition and

Mutual Complement

LIU Jian-shu
(' School of Foreign Languages, Xidian University, Xi’an 710065, China )

Abstract: The cultural activities in the period of the Republic of China were dominantly characterized by innovation and

Westernization. In mainly resorting to Europe and America for their sources of learning, the innovators, however, then turned

to India for inspiration. The paper examines and explores the introduction, translation, staging and research concerning the

Sanskrit dramatic classic Sakuntala starting around the beginning of the Republic of China. The starting point was marked by the

introduction of Sanskrit dramatic art itself and Kalidasa, the exceptional representative of the creator, which was to be followed by

the translation of Sakuntala and other classical Sanskrit pieces. Comparative studies between traditional Chinese dramatic pieces

and Sakuntala feature the theoretical exploration in the direction. The frequent staging of Sakuntala as the essence of Sanskrit

dramatic art in China in the adaptation of modern spoken drama has set a good example for the understanding of the reception

of dramatic piece in intercultural context. Multiple approaches to the staging of Sakuntala in China from the perspective of

comparative literature will produce the situation when two dramatic arts from India and China will find a mirror for each other and

complement each other in the dramatic exchanges for mutual growth in their cultural significance.

Key words: India; dramatic art; mutual interpretation; mutual recognition; mutual complementation
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