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Plague-expelling Rites Recorded in the Taoist Books of the Song and
Yuan Dynasties

JIANG Shou-cheng
( Philosophy Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China )

Abstract: Plague-expelling rites are rites held by Taoists to prevent or expel plagues or epidemics for the peaceful life of the
local people. The Taoist books in the Song and Yuan dynasties recorded the details of such rites, including their origin, procedures,
shrines, holy articles, letters to gods, etc. At those rites, the performers would clean the altar, invite gods and send gods. They showed
the two different attitudes towards plagues: treating plagues politely and expelling by force.
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