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RiEHmiE: REN

Robert Hart and Chinese Maritime Customs

JIA Shu-cun
(Research Institute of Modern Chinese History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract : During his 52-year stay in China, Robert Hart established customs in a modern sense, thus multiplying tariff; set up

facilities to guide navigation; founded institutions of higher learning, observatories, physics laboratories, translated western books, and

introduced western technology; and initiated the postal service. He cultivated various talents for China and received many praises and

titles (the highest being tutor for crown princes) for his outstanding achievements.

Key words : Hart; Chinese Maritme Customs; Qing Government; Inspector—General of Chinese Maritime Customs Service;

modernization
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