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The Concept of '"Heavenly Medicine' in the Song and Yuan Daoist Rites

Jiang Shoucheng
School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

Abstract: The Taoist concept of heavenly medicine originated very early, which is the deification and projection of
the secular concept of medicine. However, before the Tang Dynasty, heavenly medicine was practiced for treating people
in the world of the living only, and in the late Tang Dynasty, earthly medicine for ghosts and spirits appeared. The concept
of earthly medicine was not popular in religious sects, but its connotation and extension were broadened. Finally, earthly
medicine came to play the role of the god of medicine in both worlds of the living and the dead. The concept of heavenly
medicine was the topic in the Taoist books of the Song and Yuan dynasties, dealing with religious rites and rituals. Preaching
at rituals, the Taoist priests vividly composed a scene of calling on the gods to appear at mandalas through altars and
meditations in order to help people in the world of the living get rid of illnesses and ward off evil spirits, or help the ghosts
of the dead cure diseases and resume their forms and nature.

Key words: Daoist rites of the Song and Yuan dynasties; heavenly hospital; heavenly medicine; earthly medicine





