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What Makes Home: National Rejuvenation in the Reconciliation
between the New State and Old Rites

Zhong Yanyan
School of Marxism, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou 215009, China

Abstract: After the Revolution of 1911, various discourse systems of shaping independent nation-states emerged one
after another. How to break out of the armchair concept of "Chinese learning as substance and western learning as function"
and establish an effective imitation mechanism and practical cultural system to reshape the national spirit and cultural core
of the Chinese nation was an urgent issue facing the people. In turn, nationalism was promoted in all aspects of politics,
knowledge and society, which eventually attracted the bait of etiquette reform in an unexpected and reasonable way, and
cultivated the character of the era that sought development in tradition and pursed culture in new learning. The nationalistic
combination of reforming the ritual system and reconstructing the people endowed the ritual system of the Republic of China
with modern connotation, and gradually came to an end after the intellectual elite’s way-paving, the promotion of political
power and the alienation of rural society, but the road of national rejuvenation was still long.

Key words: nationalism; national government; etiquette and custom; nation





