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The Significance of Da Tang Xi Yu Ji in the History of
the Spread of Buddhism

Wang Ruliang
School of Literature and Journalism, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China

Abstract: Da Tang Xi Yu Ji (Records from the Regions West of the Great Tang) is a record of Xuanzang's westward
journey to seek the truth of Buddhism. As memory and records of what he saw and heard, it has unique significance and
value in the history of the spread of Buddhism. It records in detail many jataka stories, biographies of Buddha, stories of
Buddha disciples, major Buddhist activities, Buddhist relics and internal and external disputes of Buddhism. It clearly
reveals the route and law of the spread of Buddhism. With prominent oral and literary characteristics, Da Tang Xi Yu Ji is a
history of the spread of Buddhism with religious and literary, academic and popular features.

Key words: Da Tang Xi Yu Ji; Xuanzang; Buddhism; history of spread; oral history
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