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Rethinking Kang Youwei and the Reform in the Late Qing
Dynasty: A Study of Wuxu Lii Shuang Lu

Li Zehao
School of Marxism, Changzhou University, Changzhou 213164, China

Abstract: In traditional historical narrative, Kang Youwei's image underwent an increasingly fading process, from
a figure leading the historical trend during the Wuxu Reform to someone increasingly "conservative" and even gradually
"lagging behind" the times. If his personal traits are not comprehensively measured, the true reason behind the process
cannot be understood. Wuxu Lii Shuang Lu is one of the representative works of the famous traditional historian Hu Sijing in
modern times. Although Hu's ideology is conservative, he truthfully reveals some major historical truths under the guidance
of traditional historical concepts. During the period of the Reform Movement, Kang Youwei, as an ordinary scholar, actively
campaigned and repeatedly called for help. Despite repeated setbacks, he spared no effort and never turned back. However,
from a dialectical perspective, his personality and talent also played a negative role that cannot be ignored in the Reform
Movement. This is by no means an underestimate of his historical contribution to the reform. A flawed Kang Youwei is much
more meaningful than a correct and perfect Kang Youwei in a possible world. Standing behind a flawed Kang Youwei can
give people more shock and enlightenment. The 1898 Coup ultimately intensified the conflicts within the Qing Dynasty's
ruling group and accelerated the collapse of this decadent dynasty. Only by paying attention to this objective effect can we
make a fairer evaluation of Kang Youwei's achievements and faults in history.

Key words: Hu Sijing; Wuxu Lii Shuang Lu; Kang Youwei
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