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Why Capitalism Has Not Occurred in China: a Revisit of
the ""Weber's Proposition' Based on The Religion of China:
Confucianism and Taoism

SUN Chen-guang
( Dept of Asian and International Studies, City University of Hong Kong, Kowloon 999077, HK )

Abstract: Within the China-based Confucian culture community, the ethic culture of the Confucian style is prevalent: a type
of culture based on family and clan. Max Weber's The Religion of China: Confiicianism and Taoism focuses on Confucian ethics,
discussing the influences of Confucian ethics on Chinese society from all the aspects of society and making a comparison between
it and Western traditions of Protestantism. Max tries to explore why capitalism fails to develop in China where conditions are
better than those of the West by concentrating on four key characteristics: impediment to bureaucracy, witchcraft orientation of
charisma, the suppression of urban community, and the loss of redemption religion.

Key words: Weber Proposition; Confucianism; bureaucracy; charisma; urban community
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