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Study on the Literary Achievement of Epitaphs in the Late
Eastern Han Dynasty

Sun Litao
School of Literature and Journalism, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China

Abstract: Influenced by the political environment in the Late Eastern Han Dynasty, literati and Confucian scholars
made some breakthroughs in the writing skills of epitaphs. As far as the writing language was concerned, the epitaphs
quoted from the classics and used more figures of speech, which is reflected both in the language on the praising the
decreased epitaph owners, but also in the inscription language itself. From the view of emotional expression, they fully
embodied the scholars' deep emotion through pathetic language, and the use of antithesis makes them more powerful. In
terms of the structure and layout, they contain both memoirs for the tombstone owners' life and exaggeration and fiction, thus
adding a mixture of truth and untruth and a lasting appeal. The application of all these methods endow the epitaphs of late
Eastern Han Dynasty with more value and higher literary achievement.
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