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Different Political Choices of the Celebrities Between the
Wei and Jin Dynasties

LIN Rong-jie
('School of Politics and Law, Taiyuan University of Technology, Taiyuan 030024, China )

Abstract: In the period of sharp political changes between the Wei and Jin dynasties, the celebrities were faced with
significant political choices-becoming an official, retiree, exile or rebel. Pei Xiu was promoted step by step without evident
misdeeds; Jia Chong agitated others to kill the emperor when he was a high official. Ruan Ji, indulging in liquor without losing his
character, could be regarded as a courtier in his solitude. Ji Kang sought to retire but did not stay apart from the politics entirely,
and later was killed for some reasons; Sun Deng was a real hermit, thus left out of danger. Xiahou Ba went to the Kingdom of
Shu for shelter from the Kingdom of Wei, and got a high position there. Li Feng planned to stage a coup to fight against the Sima
family, but his attempt failed. Zhong Hui revolted against the Sima family in Yizhou, but was defeated thereupon. The political
choices of the celebrities living between the Wei and Jin dynasties were associated with his personal traits, cognition of his own
stake and assessment of the political situation.

Key words: celebrity; political choice; period between the Wei and Jin dynasties
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