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An Examination of the Jie-holding System In the
Western Han Dynasty

SONG Yan-ping
( Research Institute of History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China )

Abstract: In the Han Dynasty, those holding envoys' jie could represent the emperor. The jie was credentials consisting of
banners tied on a mast symbolizing power. It was in red color in the early days of the Western Han, and later changed to different
colors. Jie-holding was a common event in the Western Han period. Apart from protecting the emperor and handling ordinary
state affairs on his behalf, the holders could handle important political incidents, went to areas of ethnic minorities as envoys, hold
important rituals, inspect the territory and pacify the people. Those entitled to holding jie were usually officials, mostly ministers.

Key words: jie; jie-holding; Western Han dynasty; system
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