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RiEHE: RERM

Investigation and Research on Dianshan Grottoes in Chengxian
County, Gansu Province

WANG Bai-sui
( School of History, Culture and Tourism, Longnan Normal University, Chengxian 742500, China )

Abstract: Among the Dianshan Grottoes in Chengxian County, No. 1 Grottoes (the Dharma Grottoes) were excavated after

1753 during the reign of Emperor Qianlong, and No. 2 Grottoes (the Bodhisattva Grottoes) in 1908 during the reign of Guangxu

Emperor of the Qing Dynasty. The former was the work of the Guo family of Hongchuan Town and the second by the Han family

of the same town. The appearance of the two clan grottoes shows that belief in Buddhism underwent further secularization and

popularization in ancient and modern times. Worship in Dharma and Guanyin proved the popularity of Zen and the Fahua School

in ancient and modern south Gansu, but the status of Zen was eventually replaced by the School of Pure Land. Grottoes belong

to Buddhism in nature, but the Dianshan group of grottoes has the characteristics of the unity of three religions. The construction

of grottoes and even temples testifies that in spite of political turmoil, or even in troubled times, Buddhism still persisted and

developed in south Gansu.

Key words: Dianshan Grottoes in Chengxian County; clan grotto; Dharma; Zen; Fahua School; combination of three

religions
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