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A Tentative Analysis of rules and standards and

Their Mysterious Features

DONG Tao
(Advanced Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, China )

Abstract: Guiju (gauge) and zhunsheng (yardstick) are tools of surveying and mapping in early Chinese history. From the
existing materials, the origin of ju is much earlier, mainly used for surveying and mapping circumstance, and the compasses used
for drawing occurred later with unfixed shapes and structures. The so-called shuizhun measuring the horizontal may not be a
fixed instrument, and the rope measuring the vertical with a pendant or sometimes also ink marker, can be used to draw standard
straight lines. It can be found that guiju has the function of surveying and mapping squares and circles while zhunsheng is used for
surveying and mapping the horizontal and vertical. Both of them gradually took on mysterious features and appeared on various
utensils in the pre-Qin, Qin and Han periods.

Key words: Fu Xi and Nii Wa; Mozi; Gong Chui; Riting Figure; Boju Mirror
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