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Gongyang Studies and the Politics of Han Dynasty: A Study
Triggered by the Bamboo Slips of the Spring and Autumn
Unearthed from the Tomb of Marquis Haihun

Song Yanping
Institute of Ancient History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China

Abstract: The collation and interpretation of the collation group of the bamboo slips of Peking University show that
Spring and Autumn, the bamboo slips unearthed in the tomb of Marquis Haihun, are closely related to Gongyang Zhuan,
also known as The Gongyang Commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals. This type of bamboo slips in the tomb of
Marquis Haihun reflects the development of Gongyang studies in the middle of the Western Han Dynasty and the close
relationship between Gongyang studies and the politics of the Han Dynasty. Based on the literature of the Han Dynasty, this
paper makes a detailed analysis of the cases of quoting Gongyang studies in the Han Dynasty, and finds that the frequency of
quoting Gongyang studies in the Eastern Han Dynasty is higher than that in the Western Han Dynasty. Facts have proved that
Gongyang studies were applied in politics, law, social life and other fields in the Han Dynasty and became a commonly cited
theory of the guiding ideology from emperors down to scholars.

Key words: Gongyang studies; Han Dynasty; politics; Marquis Haihun; bamboo slips of Spring and Autumn





