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An Analysis of Saussure's Third Course of Lectures on General Linguistics

Nie Zhiping
Institute of Linguistics & School of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China

Abstract: Saussure recognized "defining itself", i.e., defining what langue is, as the third task of linguistics. He
divided the course into three parts: individual langue, langue and parole, and illustrated the relationship between speech act,
langue and parole, thus proposing different modes of langue and parole. He clearly defined the composition of symbols as
signifier and signified, fully demonstrating the arbitrariness and linearity of linguistic symbols, concrete entities and abstract
entities, relative arbitrariness and absolute arbitrariness, as well as sociality and compulsiveness, mutability and immutability
determined by arbitrariness. Saussure transformed Baudouin's concepts of static and dynamic into synchrony and diachrony,
and argued that this distinction was determined by the nature of linguistic symbols. He transformed Kruszewski's proximity
association and analogy association into sentence segment relationship and association relationship, and made them
representations of structural relationships in language systems. Saussure believed that what symbols are depends on the
relationships in the system, and laid the foundation of phonemics. Based on the above, he established scientific linguistic
semiotics and laid the theoretical foundation for general semiotics.

Key words: Saussure; modern linguistics; linguistic theory; history of linguistics





